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NUCLEAR PLANT POLICY SHOULD
BE BASED ON SCIENTIFIC FACT
MISSOULA, Mont.-"We unquestioningly need regulatory policy specifically directed to manage thermal
releases," but, Robert T. Jaske went on to say, that policy should be reached through
scientific analysis rather than political whim.
Jaske, manager of water resource systems for Battelle-Northwest at Richland, Wash.,
spoke Wednesday in the second of a 10-lecture series sponsored

by the University of Montana

School of Forestry on water problems of the Pacific Northwest.
Jaske, an authority of nuclear power development, charged that the ready access of
irresponsible contributors to mass media has created an excited and unscientific atmosphere
around the benefits and detriments of nuclear power generation.
He noted that the Atomic Energy Commission carefully controls the operation of fiuclear
power plants and states may exercise control over such facilities only through agreement
with AEC.

The AEC evaluates operating procedures three times before it will grant a

license to operate; then it reviews operations several more times each year.
Jaske said regulation is based on objective scientific measurement, policy guidance
groups constantly update policy as required by developing conditions, and with slight
exceptions the scientific community objectively treats radiation hazards.
Treatment of thermal effects has been pushed into political solutions in advance of
established scientific position.

Most of the thermal pollution research was conducted in

Europe before 1965; we are new in the field.
He said that heat from all sources--not just nuclear plants--offered serious impli
cations to the national environment, and he urged the reduction of heat releases from all
sources at every level of consumption be made a national policy objective.
Jaske said the attitudes toward thermal releases makes "it incumbent upon researchers
to apply the best professional judgement in avoiding positions of extreme advocacy without
scientific support for their position."
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